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Forest Lands Taxation Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 12/14/2020 

 

Committee Members Present:   Department of Revenue Staff: 

Chairman Gordy Sanders    Kory Hofland- Administrator, PAD 

Sen. Pat Flowers     Bonnie Hamilton- Management Analyst, PAD 

Rep. Marilyn Marler      Bill Billman- Program Support Specialist, PAD 

Andy Hunthausen     Daniel Nelson- CAMA Unit Manager, PAD 

Paul McKenzie      

Randy Mannix      Other Attendees:  

       Allen Chrisman- Montana Tree Farm Systems  

       And Montana Forest Owner Association 

       Don Patterson 

       Julia Altemus- Montana Wood Products 

       Association. 

 

     

I. Call to Order, Chairman Gordy Sanders  

Bonnie Hamilton starts the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and informs all attendees the meeting is 

being recorded and the minutes and meeting information have been posted to the website.  

 

 

II. Introductions and General Housekeeping Information, Bonnie Hamilton, Management 

Analyst, DOR  

Bonnie Hamilton takes roll call of the committee members; all members are present. She 

turns the meeting over to Chairman Gordy Sanders.  
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III. Minutes, Bill Billman, Program Support, DOR 

Chairman Gordy Sanders asks the committee if there’s any corrections, deletions or 

additions to the previous meetings minutes. Randy Mannix stated that there’s a typo on Pg. 

15, five-six lines down on Alan Chrisman’s comment, he references nonindustrial private 

nonindustrial forest, but the minutes say non private forest on forest land. Bill Billman then 

said that he would make the appropriate changes. Chairman Gordy Sanders asked if there 

was any other corrections or additions? The committee has no more comments, so he 

asked if there’s a motion to approve. Pat Flowers says, so moved, Gordy asks if there’s a 

second. Andy Mannix says second. Gordy asks, all those in favor, committee members say 

aye. 

 

IV. Committee Discussion and Recommendations 

Chairman Gordy Sanders moves forward with discussion on draft recommendations and 

asks the committee if they have any edits to be made. Marilyn Marler said it was a thorough 

recap of everything they have discussed. Senator Flowers expresses that he appreciates 

the time and effort that went into putting this draft together and that he has a few edits to be 

made. First, on the 3rd page under the first bulleted paragraph there’s another bullet 

underneath that states develop a discount rate to be used on the DNRC dataset, the 

discount rate portion should be changed to downward adjustment rather than discount rate. 

Chairman Sanders asks if there’s any comments on this adjustment and Paul McKenzie 

says he agrees with the change and that they could also use “adjustment”. Pat agreed that 

either is fine and moves on to his next correction. Under recommendations for future 

reappraisal cycles, 3rd bullet down, it reads, consider retaining university of Montana Bureau 

and business of economic research to develop stumpage values for future valuation cycles. 

Senator Flowers says there’s certainly one option and would make sense as an advisory 

committee to make a broader recommendation to advertise a request for proposal to 

develop stumpage values for future valuation cycles in a time frame that allows the 

involvement of the Montana Forest Tax advisory committee as described above. Just above 

that portion, a valid point was made that whoever is doing the valuation should present the 

methodology to us as an advisory committee before applying. Although Bureau of Business 

and Economic Research is a viable entity to do the work rather than point to them, ask for 

request for proposal now that Dr. Jackson isn’t interested in continuing his valuation work, 

request for proposal is warranted. Paul says that it’s a good way to go, the selection criteria 

for RFP should be discussed but he agrees with Senator Flowers. Andy also agrees, Randy 

agrees, Marilyn says they are great suggestions as well. Gordy asks if Bill has Pat’s 

language and Flowers says he will forward his changes made to the document to Bill in an 

email. Pat says he has one last comment on the second to last paragraph closing statement 

he would like to insert a sentence after In closing, thank you for the opportunity to provide 

comment to the department on this issue we appreciate the work of the department and Dr. 

Jackson in preparation for the 2021 valuation, and recognize the limitations caused by 

delayed appointments to the Montana Forest Land Tax Advisory Committee.  He expresses 

that the department was faced with a tough set of circumstances because of delayed 

appointments and that it should be acknowledged. Gordy says it was a good comment and 
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asks for a reaction from the committee. Randy says its appropriate, Andy says it makes 

sense and he appreciates the comment. It’s supportive of staff and overall, it points out the 

situation they’ve been put in as a committee, Paul says he agrees wholeheartedly. Kory 

Hofland with the Department of Revenue suggests that rather than having Bill Billman make 

changes to the recommendations of the committee that they be made by the committee and 

then be forwarded to the department. Flowers says he will forward his edits to the 

committee. 

Gordy asks if there’s any other edits or corrections to be made to the document? No 

comments were made by the committee, so he asks if the department has any questions for 

the committee? No comments. Paul McKenzie has a procedural question. Once submitted 

to the department what’s the process of the timeline?  Kory expresses that once the 

committee makes the final recommendations with a deadline of January 15th, the 

recommendations will be taken to the director and his staff where they will review them, 

make necessary changes and then implement any changes made. He will check with the 

director regarding a written response to the comments. Bonnie comments that in the past 

the department did not give a written response, but the changes made were brought up in 

the first meeting in the next cycle.  Gordy then says that the advisory committee will provide 

a recommendation and thinks it would be appropriate for department to give a heads up in 

which direction they take because outside people will be asking questions. Kory says he 

appreciates that and will take that advice forward during the meeting with the director and 

his advisory staff. Senator Flowers says that as a follow up, add a final sentence that 

explicitly asks for a response from the department on the final dispositions of the 

recommendation. Kory says that the Department of Revenue concurs that’s a good plan, 

we’d advise that as well. Paul says “Mr. Chair, I think that’s real important given that certain 

residents might wish to pursue their alternatives with the legislative session, having a 

deadline would be helpful given the timelines established through the legislature. Chairman 

Gordy asks Kory if he has an estimated time for response from the department. Kory says 

he doesn’t, it will depend on the new director. If the department received the 

recommendation soon, the decision would be made by the current administration and if it 

goes until January 15, it would go to the new administration for a response.  

Gordy asks if there are any other questions from the committee members? Randy asks if the 

department anticipates any other changes with the new administration? Kory says, I don’t 

know what to expect from the new administration., We don’t know who the new director or 

administration is going to be or will want to do.  

Gordy asks if there’s any other questions from committee members and if the committee 

members are thumbs up in terms of the recommendation based on the edits proposed so 

far? Everyone on the committee gave a thumbs up. He then proceeds with when the red 

lined version comes out to the committee, they will turn it into a final copy and forward it to 

Bonnie Hamilton. Bonnie has a question. With the recommendations, do you want the final 

copy to be posted to the website? Unless requested, it won’t be on there. 

 Gordy asks the committee what they think, he feels it should be on the website, committee 

members agree. Any other comments from committee members? Any other business to 

conduct amongst the committee? Randy had a question for the department, on tax receipts 

there’s a charge from state forester, can anybody explain where that goes if it goes to the 

state or the county? Kory said he thinks it goes to DNRC forest fees for wildland fires.  
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Gordy asks if there’s any other questions? Commissioner Andy asks Mr. Chair is it 

necessary to take formal action on the recommendations moving them forward just for the 

record? Past committees have moved to pass the recommendations forward to the 

department. Gordy asks if he’d like to make a motion. Andy says I move that we move the 

recommendations forward to the department as discussed and amended, Paul, second. All 

in favor. AYE.  

Gordy says thank you everyone for your hard work and thanks to the department. Any other 

comments before we get to public comments? Don Patterson said he doesn’t have anything 

to add. Allen said thank you Mr. Chairman and members of committee. Montana Forest 

Owners Association and Montana Tree Farm submitted comments Friday afternoon with 

hopes they were able to contribute to the discussion and decisions to the recommendations. 

Without being able to see the draft recommendations its difficult to know whether they align 

or not. We know our concerns have been heard and they appreciate the work of the 

committee to address this issue. We appreciate the opportunity to participate and make 

recommendations. Julia Altemus comments that the committee has done a lot of work in a 

short time with thoughtful conversation about all this and appreciate the attention to the 

matter and look forward to seeing what comes from the department. 

 Gordy asks if there’s any other public comments? There’s no comments. Gordy says thank 

you all, I appreciate all the hard work. Is there any other business of the committee? Bonnie 

says she has nothing else, thanks for the work put in. Paul requests that along with the 

recommendations that the public comment that’s been submitted be made available to the 

director. Kory said, thanks for that, we’ve received all the comments and all comments and 

recommendations will be given to the director. Gordy says thank you all for participating and 

he wishes everyone well.  

V. Adjourned 

Gordy thanks everyone for participating in the meeting and says there’s no plans of a future 

meeting. Meeting is adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 

 

VI. Written Public Comment Received 

 

See the following: 
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