Wind tax abetement decision tabled

Commissioners W111 meet March 13 to discuss hearlng

ByLindsey Erin Kroskob
Pioneer Staff Writer

The Sweet Grass County:

Commissioners voted unani-
mously March 10 to postpone
a decision on whether or not
to grant a tax abatement to
the Crazy Mountain Wind
Project.

In-a separate motion, the
three commissioners voted 2-1
to host a fourth meeting to
discuss re-hosting a tax
abatement hearing for the
same project.

The March 10 meeting was" -

one of several this month
related to the possible devel-
opment of 14 wind turbines
‘on a private property near
Springdale.
County Attorney Pat
7 Dnngman met with the com-
mission board Feb. 26 and
again Mmh 3 i.o .discuss the

'vahd.lty of the ongmal abate-

ment hearing held Feb. 20 at
the“»Bxg Tunber Carnegle
Library.

Tﬁey intended; tormake a
decision on re- hoatmg the

_hearing March 3, but voted

2-1 to table the decision in the

‘hope of garnering additional
- information from the Mon-.

tana Department of Revenue
(DOR) about an administra-
tive standard that outlines
eon(hﬁons for complete “new

and expanding industry”
applications. %

During a third meeting on
the eub;ect March 6, Com-
missioners Bill Wallace and
Bob Faw were unable’ to
reach a consensus, leading to
a 1-1 split vote on one motion
and a failure to get another
seconded.

Because the commlsemn

_ was unable to reach an agree-
ment and took no action, they .

moved forward with the

abatement hearing decision
meeting echeduled for March
10 at the Sweet Grass County

* Annex.

Commwsmner Susie Mos-
ness was unable to attend
three meetings hosted late
last week due to personal
issues, and asked the commis-
sioners to postpone the tax
abatement decision so she
would have more time to
review the public comments.
The March 10 meeting was
the noticed time to announce
their decision, and her motion
to postpone passed with no

. discussion.

Mosness then made a
motion to schedule another
meeting for the commission to
discuss re-hosting the tax

_abatement hearing, which

was originally held Feb 20.
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