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Frequently Asked Questions

Excise License Tax (ELT) for Distilleries 


Q.  Do I pay tax on the distilled spirits I produce?

A.  The finished product is taxed at the time it’s sold to consumers.  If sold from your tasting room to the public you pay the tax.  (ARM 42.13.802)

Q.  Do I pay tax on product sold to the State of Montana?

A.  No.  Tax will be collected from liquor agents by the State of Montana. 

Q.  Do I file an ELT return?

	A.  Yes.  Domestic Distilleries are required to file monthly reports detailing how much product is sold.  Forms are available online at http://revenue.mt.gov/home/liquor/forms Under “Beverage” Tax.
 (ARM 42.13.804)
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Q.  Do I have to report all of my sales?

	A.  When reporting your sales, you must report all product moved to the tasting room and product sold to consumers in the reporting period.  ( ARM 42.13.804)

Q.  How do I report the amount of product sold?

	A.  When reporting sales for the month, you must report the amount of product sold in bottle quantity.  (ARM 42.13.804)

Q.  How do I know what my license and excise tax amounts are for my product?

	A.  For assistance call the Liquor Control Division at (406-444-4003). Assistance can be provided to you with the information following the submittal of your price quote.

Q.  Why do I have to report my proof gallons nationally?

	A.  The license tax and excise tax for your products are calculated per bottle by the rates that are applied to products and determined based off of proof gallons sold nationally in the calendar year preceding the year in which you are reporting in.  (ARM 42.13.802)


Q.  What is the due date for filing return DDT?

A.  File the ELT tax return by the 15th of the following month following the end of the month you are reporting for.  (ARM 42.13.804)  
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