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| Proposed 2013 Session Legislation ]
[Agency Name & No: | Revenue - 5801 |
|Priority Number: | 6|Filename: | 5801\07-006 |
|Short Title: [Married Filing Separate Disclosure Solution |
[Agency Contact Person/Phone: |CA Daw/444-1763 |

1. Purpose: ]

To address the overly harsh disclosure issues for married filing separate on the same form (sep-same)
statutory provisions.

2. Background: |

Montana's law regarding filing separately on the same form permits spouses to file separate returns on a
single form. However, the confidentiality provisions make no exception from strict liability for unlawful
disclosure to permit either spouse to manage communication with the department for both spouses when this
filing option is elected. Under current law a written authorization must be obtained before revealing
confidential information to a spouse. If written authorization is not obtained the employee is in violation of the
state's disclosure laws. This proposal would change the statute to define sep-same returns to be a
consolidated return thereby eliminating the disclosure issue for spouses.

3. Fiscal Impact by Fund Type: | This impact should be as specific as possible.
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